
From Performance to Proto-Performance and Back: The Performance-Text of Three Israeli-

Palestinian Mothers  

In this paper I present the revolutionary concept of the theatrical event, as created by 

Schechner in the early 1970s and which shook the discourse on the boundaries of theatre. I 

discuss the contribution of this concept to the understanding of the interface between 

performance, theatre, play and life. I focus on the central place of this concept in my own 

professional biography, and describe how this concept encouraged and enabled me to 

elaborate the "closed circle" as a model of community-based theatre among the disabled 

elderly; and how it generated my ongoing research on community-based theatre.  Finally, I 

demonstrate how the concept became the cardinal interpretative key in my most recent 

study of a community-based performance by three Israeli-Palestinian mothers living in Jaffa.   
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